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TARB O R O ,  N C  –  A T a rbo ro  f a mi l y  to d a y g r i e ves  t he  d e a t h  o f  a  so n  a nd  b r o t her  k i l l ed  i n  
I r aq  Sa turday a f te r  h i s  veh ic l e  was  t a rge ted  wi th  an  i mp r o v ised  e xp l o s i ve  d e v i c e .   
 
T he  d e c e a s e d ,  N or th  Ca r o l ina  Na t iona l  G uardsman a nd  t wo  t i me  Oper a t i on  I r aq i  F reedom 
ve te r an ,  S g t .  Da vid  B .  W i l l i a ms  (B lake)  26  l i ved  i n  T a rbo ro  s ince  1988 .    
 
Bo rn  i n  R ic h mo nd ,  V A,  B lake  ca l l ed  T a rbo ro  home  gradua t i n g  f ro m T a rbo ro  H igh  Sc ho o l  
i n  2 0 0 0 .   B l a ke  se rved  i n  the  Ro c k y  Mo u nt  He adqua r t e r ed ,  1132 n d  Mi l i t a r y  Po l i ce  
Co mp a n y .   B l a ke  i s  su r v ived  b y h i s  mo t her ,  Ms .  Susan  L .  Wi l l i a ms ,  a nd  s i s t e r ,  M a r y Be th  
Wi l l i a ms .    
 
T he  fa mi l y  sp e n t  p a r t  o f  Monda y,  one  da y a f te r  Eas t e r ,  r eme mb e r i n g  B lake ’ s  co mmit me nt  
to  s e r v ice  and  f u nn y  mi shaps  s ur round i n g  ca r e  packages .  S ur round e d  by  fa mi l y  me mb e r s ,  
M a r y Be th  r eca l l s  wh a t  l e d  her  b ro ther  i n to  mi l i t a r y  s e r v ice .   “He fe l t  l i ke  he  had  a  
c a l l i n g  to  s e r ve” ,  s he  s a i d .   “H e  l o ved  wha t  he  d id” ,  added  mul t ip l e  f a mi l y  me mb e r s .    
 
M s .  W i l l i a ms  r eme mb e r s  t he  a f te r ma th  o f  H ur r i cane  F lo yd  p r o mp t e d  B l a ke  to  j o i n  the  
Nat io na l  G uard .   “He wan ted  to  he lp”  she  adde d .  F r i ends  a l r eady i n  t he  Na t iona l  Gua rd  
p romp t e d  B l a ke  to  ma k e  the  co mmit me nt ,  acco r d i ng  to  M s .  W i l l i a ms .    
 
Co mi n g  f ro m a  fa mi l y  r i ch  in  se rv ice  to  coun t r y ,  “He wan ted  to  fo l l o w in  h i s  b ro the r ’ s  
fo o t s t e p s” ,  M s .  W i l l i a ms  sa id .  B l a ke  wa s  p roceeded  in  dea th  by h i s  b ro the r  J o hn  C.  
W i l l i a ms  (Chr i s)  and  h i s  f a t he r  John  D.  W i l l i a ms  ( J ac ) .   Chr i s  s e r ved  i n  the  Ar m y fo r ,  
fo ur  yea r s .    
 
B l a ke  had  a  l o t  o f  p r i de  i n  h i s  s e rv i ce ,  “ t he  u n i fo r m made  h i m fee l  t en  fee t  t a l l ” ,  s a id  Ms .  
Wi l l i a ms .   Acco r d i n g  t o  M s .  W i l l i a ms ,  B l a ke  had  i n i t i a l  apprehens io n  ab o ut  r e tu rn ing  to  
I r a q .   “A fter  he  met  so me o f  t he  peop le  ove r  t he r e  t h i s  t ime ,  he  kne w he  needed  to  be  
t he re ,  he  was  ma kin g  a  d i f f e re nce” ,  sa id  M s  W i l l i a ms .    
 
A  s t o ne  faced  P v t .  1 s t  C las s  pho to  re mind s  M s .  W i l l i a ms  o f  he r  so n ’ s  en j o yme nt  i n  
se rv ice .   S he  r emar ks ,  “he  doesn ’ t  ha ve  t ha t  c o cky gr i n  { i n  the  p i c t u r e}  t ha t  he  no r ma l ly  
sho ws” .   She  doesn ’ t  t h ink  t he  s t one  face  i s  i nd i ca t i ve  o f  h i s  k ind ,  c a r i ng  na t u r e .    
 
T he  fa mi l i e s ’  l a s t i ng  me mo r y i s  t ha t  o f  a  so n ,  b ro ther ,  nep he w a nd  f r i end .   Co l l e c t i ve l y ,  
t he  fa mi l y  r e me mb e r s  h i m a s  a  he ro .   T he i r  he ro  r eme mb e r e d  b y h i s  n i c kna me,  T ur f  
T ur t l e ,  i s  t e r r i b ly  mis s e d .   T he  fa mi l y  i s  ded ica ted  to  r eme mb e r i n g  B l a ke  as  he  was …  a  
so ld i e r .    
 
Note  to  Ed i tors  and  Repor ters :  Fa mi ly  does  not  w i sh  to  speak wi th  the  me dia .   
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